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Ashton Wesley Welch i s  the Coord i nator of the B l ack Stud ies 
Program at Cre ighton U n ivers i ty. He i s  a former cha i r  of the 
Department of H istory and D i rector of the Honors Program.  H is 
teach i ng and research center on soc ia l  and pol i t ica l  change i n  
Afr ica and  on Afr ican Americans i n  American cu l tu re.  He is  
i nterested in i ntersect ions between ethn ic i ty and the l aw in the 
U .S .  and in South Afri ca and in Chr i st ian m i ss ionar ies in Afr ica. 
Adrian J. Lottie i s  co-fou nder and Assoc iate D i rector of the 
Afr ican American Center for App l ied Research and Servi ces and 
Assoc iate Professor of Po l i t ica l  Sc ience at Eastern M ich igan 
U n ivers ity. He ho lds the PhD. in Po l i t ica l  Sc ience from Wayne 
State U n ivers i ty. He works with severa l ethn i c  and m i nority 
based c iv ic organ i zations and serves on the i r  boards .  He has 
wide research i nterests i nc l ud i ng race, c iv i l r ights, research 
methods, pub l i c  po l i c ies affecti ng  m i nor it ies, m i nor ity bus i ness 
deve lopment and m i nor ity econom ic  deve lopment. A pol i t ica l  
econom ist, he teaches pub l i c  po l i cy, research methods, stati stics, 
pub l i c  adm i n i stration, and Ameri can pol i t ics .  
Phyllis A. Clemens Noda, Di rector of the B i l i ngua l  Teacher 
Tra i n i ng Program, provides techn i ca l  ass i stance to local school 
d i stri cts, post-secondary i nsti tutions, l oca l ,  state, and federa l 
agenc ies, com m u n ity organ i zations, bus i ness and i ndustry. She 
has been recogn ized for her l i fetime comm itment to the m i nori ­
ty commun it ies of southeastern lower Mich igan with the Detroit  
City Cou nc i l Spi r i t  of Detro i t  Award, the Cha ldean-American 
Federat ion ,  the Lat i no Adv i sory Cou nc i l 's Cesar Chavez 
H uman itar ian Award and the C i ty of Pontiac ' s  Spec ia l  Award for 
Exce l lence. 
Dr. Noda i s  past pres ident of the Mich igan Assoc iat ion of 
B i l i ngua l  Education, a past member of the Executive Board of the 
Nationa l  Assoc iat ion for B i l i ngua l  Education,  a member of the 
N at i ona l  Assoc i at ion  for Co l l eges of Teacher  Educat ion ,  
Michigan Academy of  Arts and Sc iences, M ich igan Assoc iat ion 
for Teacher Education, and Mich igan Assoc iat ion for Supervis ion 
and Curr icu l u m  Deve lopment. Her c iv ic  i nvolvement i nc l udes 
the Detro i t  Area Chamber of Commerce, the I nternationa l  
I n st itute, and the Puerto R ican Educationa l  and Cu l tu ra l  Center. 
Joseph F. Sheley i s  Dean of the Col lege of Soc ia l  Sciences and 
I nterd i sc i p l i na ry Stu d i es at Ca l i forn i a  State U n ivers i ty, 
Sacramento.  H i s  scholar ly focus i s  upon u rban soc ia l  prob lems .  
He has pub l i shed numerous books, i nc l ud i ng Criminology: A 
Contemporary Handbook (2000), and arti c l es, most recently 
i nvo lv ing patterns of gun acqu is i tion and use by j uven i les. 
Harriet Joseph OUenheimer i s  Professor of Anth ropology and 
American Ethn i c  Stud ies at  Kansas State U n ivers i ty. She was 
Fou nd i ng D i rector of Kansas State U n ivers i ty ' s  American Ethn i c  
Stud ies Program.  He r  research focuses on language, mus ic, and 
eth n i c i ty in  Afr ican and Afr ican American cu l tu res . Her pub l i ca­
tions i nc l ude Cousin joe: Blues from New Orleans (Un ivers i ty of 
Ch icago Press, 1 987) Music of the Comoro Islands: Domoni 
(Sm ithson ian/Fo l kways, 1 982 , 1 992) ,  Historical Dictionary of the 
Comoro Islands (Scarecrow Press, 1 994) . She has a l so written 
descri ptive notes for two compact d i scs of Cous i n  Joe ' s  m us ic  
( Bad Luck Blues and  Re/axin,AD in New Orleans). Cu rrent ly she  
i s  worki ng on a b i l i ngua l  d i ct ionary of Comor ian/Engl i sh  and an 
i ntroductory textbook/workbook/reader for L i  ngu i s t i c  
Anth ropology. She has  served NAES as  Secretary, Book Rev iew 
Ed i tor, Conference D i rector, and Pres ident, and i s  a rec i p ient of 
the KSU Pres identi a l  Award for D i st i ngu i shed Servi ces to 
M i nor i ty Education and the I rby Award for D i st i ngu i shed Serv ice 
to NAES.  
Celeste Fisher i s  an Ass i stant Professor in the Com m u n i cation 
Arts Department at  Marymount Manhattan Col l ege in  New York 
C i ty. She i s  the ed itor of Black Women 's Politics Through 
Cultural  Expression, a spec ia l  issue of I nter/Sect ions :  the journa l  
of  g lobal  commun i cation and cu l tu re .  As  wel l  a s  other work on 
race and representat ion and fi l m  aud iences. 
Carol Wiebe i s  a doctora l  candidate in the Department of 
Cu l tu re and Commun i cation at New York U n ivers i ty, where she 
i s  completi ng a d issertation on romant ic comed ies. She teaches 
i n  the Com m u n i cati on  Arts Department  at Marymount  
Man hattan Co l lege. 
